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HOW TO MAKE A 
COLOR PALETTE  

USING GIMP 
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What you will need: 
 

GIMP Program – Free! 
https://www.gimp.org/  

 
Any digital picture with a 
range of colors you like. 

You can also go outside and take a picture of the 
sunset, flowers, grass – anything! 
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Step One: 
Open GIMP, then open the folder containing your 
picture. Drag the picture from the folder into 
GIMP, or go to File -> Open -> then choose your 
picture. 

 

http://www.oldheartnewstart.com/


www.OldHeartNewStart.com 

 

 

Step Two: 
Your picture should now be open in GIMP. 

 
If there’s a particular part of the picture with the 

colors you want, zoom into that part with the 
tool down at the bottom left. 
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Step Three: 
Over in the top right area of the program, you 

should see a panel containing your brushes. Click on 
the arrow in the top right of that panel. 
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That button will open a dropdown menu. Click on 

“Add Tab.” Then go to “Palettes.” 
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Step Four: 
Now, open the new “Palettes” tab at the top right. 
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This next image is what you will see: 
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Step Five: 
To add your own palette, click the icon that 

looks like a sheet of paper with a + sign. 

 
Now you will see the image below: 
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Don’t panic!!  
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Start typing to name your new palette. 
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Step Six: 
Now is the fun part. Go to your tools and click on 

the paintdropper icon. 

 
In the options below, you can choose between “Set 

foreground color,” “Set background color,” and “Add 
to palette.” 

Select “Add to palette.” 
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Step Seven: 
Now, you should be able to click anywhere on your 

image and the selected color will be added to 
your palette. 

 
To make picking a precise color easier, hold down 
your mouse as you move it across the picture. The 
color you are hovering over at that moment will 

be reflected on the palette.  

When it becomes the color your want, release the 
mouse button. 
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Now you can create a palette from any picture 
you want! 

 

 

Extra tip: 

To delete a color from your palette, right click 
on the color and select “Delete Color.” 

 
For more information and inspiration, go to: 

www.OldHeartNewStart.com 
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